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s I begin
my new
ministry of

Vocation Director

for the Wisconsin
Province of the

Society of Jesus, I

am grateful to Fr.
Warren Sazama,

§J (Saz) for the
outstanding work

he has done over

the years for vocations.

Here is part of my story. I was born and
raised in Wauwatosa, Wis. I attended grade
school at my local parish, St. Jude’s. When
I was nine, my father died, and left my
mother to raise me and my seven older
siblings. As I grew up, I remember feeling
a strong love for my pastor who had been
so compassionate and caring to us during
our time of tragic loss. I attended the
Jesuit high school in Milwaukee, Marquette
High. There, I met the Jesuit teachers who
had a strong influence on my life. In high
school I would often volunteer at the local
nursing home or help teach children who
had developmental disabilities. Service and

volunteerism were always important to me
as a youth. Early on I felt an interest in being
a priest, mostly as a way to help others who
were in great need of care and friendship.

At Marquette High, I was involved in
planning student liturgies and retreats, as
well as the plays and musicals. One Jesuit
in particular, Fr. John Eagan, SJ, was an
important influence in my life. He was my
theology teacher and he coordinated a
student Christian Life Community which
grew out of a small group of students who
attended daily mass before the school day.
Fr. Eagan became our mentor, counselor,
friend, and a terrific guide on bicycle and
camping trips along the shores of Lake
Michigan and Lake Superior!

After high school, I went to the University

of Dallas, a small Catholic school in the
heart of the Bible belt. There, I helped plan
student retreats and liturgies and worked in
the campus ministry office. As a sophomore,
I studied in Rome, immersed in the Church
history and ancient Roman and european
history. My vocational discernment was
guided by a wise Jesuit named Fr. Bob
Keane, SJ who was teaching at the nearby
Dallas Seminary (Bob is now a chaplain with

the U.S. Navy). Like waves on the beach, the
attraction and pull of the Jesuits continually
broke down my defenses and beckoned at
my heart. After a retreat in senior year, I
applied to the Society and joined in August
1987 along with nine others, two from my
high school class.

The course of Jesuit training took me to
places like the Twin Cities, Omaha, Spokane,
Chicago, and Boston. Most recently, I served
at the Sioux Spiritual Center in South Dakota
offering weekend retreats to the Lakota
people, and helping to train lay ministers
and deacons for the Catholic parishes of
western South Dakota.

I look forward to working in vocations
ministry, as one who gladly accompanies
people through a very sacred time of
decision-making called discernment. I
encourage you to explore the world of
vowed life as a Jesuit. Our life is not easy,
but it is a privileged way to bring the love
and compassion of Jesus Christ to those in
greatest need.

I look forward to meeting you, and
exploring with you the possibility of a
religious vocation with the Jesuits.

Colling, Hendrickson Ordained

Nearly 150 fellow Jesuit priests gathered to
concelebrate the Ordination Mass and bless Fr. Daniel
Hendrickson, SJ and Fr. Chris Collins, SJ. Hendrickson
(left) and Collins exited St. John’s on the Creighton
campus singing joy into the night in Omaha. The

Most Reverend William J. Dendinger, Bishop of Grand
Island, Neb. was the ordaining prelate.

Both celebrated their first Masses the next day. Fr.
Collins celebrated at St. Benedict the Moor in Omaha
and Fr. Hendrickson returned to St. John’s to celebrate.

Fr. Collins is now working in pastoral ministries at Holy
Rosary Mission in Pine Ridge, S.D. Fr. Hendrickson is
teaching in Tanzania, East Africa.



FROMPAGET  404in. “I want you to have this,” he

said. He gave me his only visible possession, a plastic,
gold-colored ring that he was wearing on his finger.
Could I receive this gift from our poor, from someone
with “so little?” T accept the gift from Alexis. Tears form
in my eyes.

This blessed encounter proved to be a moment of
faith and conversion for me. I found Tijuana to be
challenging, lonely, and frustrating, at times. Not being
able to communicate as usual, I felt paralyzed and
incapable. T sometimes responded negatively: focusing

inward, feeling trapped, unable to help others. In
meeting Alexis, in being able to share God’s gifts with his
family, I found new energy. And I believed in my heart
that this divine encounter was no simple coincidence.
With faith, I knew that God had ordained this meeting
from the beginning of time. What a mystery to participate
in this plan and to watch this plan unfold right in front
of me.

Another Blessed Encounter
A similar experience occurred earlier in my pilgrimage.
For five nights, I stayed at The Lord’s Ranch, a

charismatic Catholic community in Vado, N. M. Each

day I traveled with others into Ciudad Judrez, Mexico, to
participate in ministries: delivering food to the hungry,
anointing the sick, visiting women and men in local jails
and psychiatric facilities. The first time I crossed the
border, I accompanied a Baptist group from Midland,
Texas, on something similar to a “Habitat for Humanity”
project. With sheet rock, drills, nails, dozens of
volunteers and countless water bottles and food bags, we
entered one of the poorest communities in Judrez.

One room homes of wood, steel, or cardboard. No
running water, desert, lots of dust, sand, and rocks.
Initially, I felt nothing but deep sadness.

In this community, Jorge, a young Mexican boy who
lived with his mother, sister, grandmother, and cousin
befriended me. No father around, he proudly wore

a partially-torn Los Angeles Lakers t-shirt. I quickly
learned that these poor communities used our “trash”
from the United States when it was no longer “good
enough” for us: clothing, ovens, and tires, among other
things.

Even though Jorge has practically nothing, materially,
he does have an infectious smile and he radiates joy. I
wanted to teach Jorge how to play basketball, but we had
no hoop, no ball, and no flat surface. No problem. We
used nails and an empty flower pot. I would block his

SERIOUS ABOUT BORDERS — NOVICE LUKE HANSEN SITS ON
THE U.S. SIDE OF THE BORDER FENCE WHICH RUNS WELL INTO
THE PACIFIC BETWEEN SAN DIEGO AND TIJUANA.

AS PART OF HIS PILGRIMAGE, LUKE HANSEN WORKED AT CASA DE LOS POBRES, WHICH MEANS “HOUSE OF THE POOR”, IN THIS

SECTION OF TIJUANA, MEXICO.

path to the basket, challenging him to move around me,
then I would let him pass and I would encourage him to
“dunk” the nail into the flower pot. He loved it and was
all smiles. I learned how to have fun with very little as
Jorge taught me how to live with joy amidst destitution.
Here I am, playing basketball, drawing pictures, and

teaching English with this “anonymous” Mexican boy
in Judrez. The Providence of God! Jorge has never been
anonymous to God, and he is no longer anonymous

to me; his name is Jorge and he is my friend. From all
eternity, God planned to bring us together. This great
mystery of life.

On my pilgrimage I encountered grinding poverty, our
violent culture, the joyful souls of Mexican children,
and Christ’s call to know and love Him and to follow His
way in our world. These are the primary elements of my
experience, but they do not represent

my whole experience. I met lots of

people, visited many different places,

and had lots of fun.

Wherever I journeyed, people

generously welcomed me into their

homes and invited me for meals. I

never went hungry. They truly revealed

the hospitality of God. Pilgrimage by the numbers

— 4,873 miles, 14 states, two countries, and 37 Jesuits.

I befriended Jesuits from all over the world — Great
Britain, Argentina, Guatemala, Mexico, and the United
States. Being with Jesuits and building relationships
with these “friends in the Lord” made my pilgrimage
very special. I learned about the “real Society,” as they
say. Many Jesuits took me under their wings and helped
acquaint me with the local area. I am grateful for their
hospitality and charity. I have many new role models in
the Society of Jesus.

Pilgrimage Continues

Throughout the entire journey, I prayed with these words
from Thomas Merton: “My Lord God, I have no idea
where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me,
but I will trust you and will not fear, for you are ever
with me.”

On the return bus ride to the novitiate, I realized that

these words are even truer as the “official pilgrimage”
concludes. In reality, pilgrimage continues. And I have
no idea where I am going. How will these pilgrimage
experiences affect me? I remain a sinner, full of wonder
before the paradoxes of life. Yet,
God gives abundant grace, and I
have changed. Significantly. This
most recent encounter with Christ,
our God Incarnate, has forced me
to change. This encounter with our
world, filled with grace and sin,
has forced me to change. How am
I responding to the call of Christ?
Following this call continues to become simultaneously
less romantic and more demanding. “Religion that God
our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world” (James 1:27).
These are the questions and demands that I go to bed
with each night and wake up with each morning. I have
no idea where I am going. But I will trust and not fear,
for God is with me.

At the end of their first year, novices
undertake a pilgrimage. These are only part of Luke
Hansen’s thoughts and reflections as he traveled from the
novitiate in St. Paul to Mexico and back. He is a native of
Kaukauna, Wis. and is a graduate of St. Joseph’s (Indiana)
College and spent a year in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps
helping with free legal services. He has graciously allowed
us to share part of his journey.

J““F"EV Wllh SI]I:IEIV Beglns The journey to join the Society of Jesus has begun for eight men from the Wisconsin Province, as they began their training as Jesuit novices. The men were accepted into the novitiate at St. Paul beginning 10-12 years of study and training to become priests or brothers and full

for 8 Province Men

Jacob (Jake) Boddicker, 22,
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, graduated

from Tipton Community High

School, attended the University of
Wyoming majoring in archaeology

and the University of Northern
Towa majoring in history. His

other academic interests include

anthropology and creative writing.

Boddicker has a varied work background ranging
from librarian to assembly worker and salvage

worker. He was a peer minister at Northern Iowa. He
has volunteered often for the Knights of Columbus as

well as the St. Stephen the Witness Catholic Student
Center at Northern Iowa.

Personal interests include poetry, nature, music,
science fiction and history.

Richard (R.J.) Fichtinger,
24, of St. Paul, is a graduate
of Roosevelt High School and
the University of St. Thomas
majoring in social work. He
provided crisis counseling
and structured activities for
youth at the Bridge for
Runaway Youth and also worked at Camp Snoopy
(the park inside Mall of America.)

Fichtinger has been on mission trips to Mexico,
worked with the Boys and Girls Club of St. Paul
and volunteered at the St. Steven’s Homeless
Shelter.

Personal interests include swing dancing, running,
football and classical music.

Gac was a network administrator for Quadrant
Financial for six years and was the president
and founder of 2 Web design company. He
worked with Habitat for Humanity over the
last four years.

Personal interests include soccer, scuba
diving, rowing, archery and movies.

Alexander (Alex) Gac,
22, a native of New York
City, graduated from St.
Thomas Academy in
Mendota Heights, Minn.
and Creighton University in
finance and management
information systems.

members of the Jesuit community. These eight men were joined by seven others from the Missouri and Upper Canada provinces at the St. Paul Novitiate. The Wisconsin Province is comprised of Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska and Wyoming.

Brad Held, 22,
Slinger, Wis., is a
graduate of Slinger
High School and
Marquette
University with a
degree in political
science.

Held was a camp counselor at
Milwaukee’s Nativity Jesuit Middle
School and a liturgy assistant for
Marquette Campus Ministry. He worked
as an apartment manager for Marquette
as well as in several capacities with
Marquette’s student government. His

personal interests include reading.

Anthony (Tony) Lusvardi, 26,
was born in Sandstone, Minn. and is
a graduate of St. Anthony Village
(Minn.) High School and the
University of Notre Dame majoring
in English and philosophy. His other
areas of academic interest include
creative writing.

Lusvardi has worked with the Peace Corps teaching
English in Kazakhstan and worked with the Uganda
Summer Service Program in Masaka. He also was a
Georgetown University teaching assistant and resident
assistant for the Villa Le Blaze summer program in
Fiesole, Italy for three years.

Personal interests include travel (he has visited the
former Soviet Union, Middle East and East Africa),
reading and writing.

Joseph Simmons, 24, of
Milwaukee, is a graduate of
Marquette University High School and
Marquette University with majors in
Spanish and classical languages. His
other academic interests include
German and Italian as well as
European culture and Church history.

Simmons was a volunteer teacher at Marquette High

where he led retreats and coached cross country and

forensics. He also led service trips to the Cheyenne River
Indian Reservation in Eagle Butte, S.D. and Vanceburg, Ky.
as well as leading groups of Marquette High students on
trips ranging from central Mexico to Ireland and Scotland.

Personal interests include reading and music of all kinds,
running, ultimate Frisbee, table tennis, crossword puzzles
and travel.

Brian Taber, 23, Blue
Grass, lowa, is a graduate
of Assumption High
School and Creighton
University, where he
received a degree in
classical civilizations. His
other areas of academic
interest include history and Latin.

Taber has been involved with the Jesuit
community at Marquette and Creighton, and
helped with the youth programs at Marquette
University High School and St. Patrick’s Parish
in Milwaukee. He was a restaurant operations
manager while he was at Creighton.

Personal interests include baseball, fishing,
bowling and reading.

Stephen
Wolfe, 27, of
Milwaukee, is a
graduate of
Brookfield
(Wis.) Academy
and Marquette
University
majoring in classical languages and
theology and a Masters in theology
from Marquette. His other areas of
academic interest include world
literature and political philosophy.

Wolfe worked as a receptionist at
the Marquette Jesuit residence.

Vows proclaimed in St. Paul

Six men pronounced Perpetual Vows in a grand ceremony at St.
Luke’s in St. Paul, Minn. Patrick J. Douglas, Christopher P. Johnson
and Michael J. Lex are Wisconsin Province with Brian J. Altenhofen
and Andres Val-Serra from Missouri and Marc Aristotle K. de Asis
and Matthew Livingstone from Upper Canada.

Vows were preceded by a wonderful meal at the novitiate
highlighted with a pig roast and a fun slide presentation by the
first-year men to send off their brothers.

FR. PROVINCIAL TOM KRETTEK, SJ WELCOMED WISCONSIN MEN TAKING
VOWS (left to right) PAT DOUGLAS, CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON AND MIKE LEX.

EACH MAN RECEIVES A CRUCIFIX AS HE TAKES HIS VOWS. VOW CRUCIFIXES
ARE PASSED ON THROUGH GENERATIONS OF JESUITS.
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